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Communicator
T H E M I N o T A R E A C H A M b E R o f C o M M E R C E A N D Y o u !

Thursday, Feb. 16, 2017

5–7 p.m. • Spicy Pie • 1100 N. Broadway.
Network with other chamber members, enjoy some 

delicious food, and take your chance at some great prizes, including $500 in Chamber

Bucks! If winner is not present, $50 in Chamber Bucks is guaranteed. 

Must be present to win.

$5 charge at the door

Business After Hours:
February 16

The Minot Area Chamber of Commerce
strives to make sure everyone is getting the
best experience possible through Chamber
membership.  The Chamber staff sends out
monthly emails that include the Economy
at a Glance and e-newsletter to keep you up
to date on what’s happening in the area, an
additional value for your membership.

There are also several email communi-
cations that pop up throughout the
month and if you are on a commit-
tee, you will receive those notices
via email. Please be sure you are

getting those emails as they will be

coming from the domain name minotcham-
ber@minotchamber.org and will appear as
Minot Chamber. 

You may also receive emails from any of
the staff including John MacMartin (mac-
marti@minotchamber.org), Carla Dolan
(carla@minotchamber.org), Cheryl Wallen
(cwallen@minotchamber.org), or Lisa
Moldenhauer (lisam@minotchamber.org).
Should you feel you would like to cut back
on the amount of emails you receive from
us, or simply opt out altogether, let us
know. We want to make sure you are get-
ting the most from your membership.

Chamber emails offer additional value

Ag Committee hosts Farm Transition Planning seminar

Every year the Minot Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Agribusiness Committee works to
coordinate seminars and events for area farm-
ers and ranchers. The first seminar in 2017 will
be on Thursday, March 9 at the North Central
Research Extension Center, south of Minot.
Representatives from the CHS Inc., Inver
Grove Heights (Minnesota office), and
Nationwide Insurance will address common
questions that producers have about transition
planning, such as:

• Who should have a transition plan?
• How does transition planning help?

• How do you get a transition plan in place?
• What else do you need to know before get-

ting started?
The free seminar will begin at 10 a.m. with

lunch to follow at 11:30 a.m. A second seminar
will be added if need be, which will start at
12:30 p.m., with lunch prior at 11:30 a.m.
Space is limited for the seminars. If you wish
to attend the free seminar, please RSVP to the
chamber by March 3 by emailing
chamber@minotchamber.org or by calling
852-6000.



Saturday Legislative Forums_______________________________________

The Minot Area Chamber of Commerce Governmental Affair’s Saturday
Legislative forums are underway at the ND State fair Center. The Legislative
forums feature the 12 area legislators from four Minot districts who are able to
attend.

Participants can submit a question to a moderator who then asks the question of the
lawmakers. All meetings will be at the ND State fair Center at 9 a.m. Watch for signs
for the meeting room. Meetings are subject to change depending on the status of the
Legislative session.

Jan. 28   |   Feb. 4 & 18   |   March 4 & 18   |   April 1

9 – 11 a.m.   |   ND State Fair Center
Watch for signs for the correct meeting room

The Chamber extends a big “THANK You” to our members who have renewed their
membership through Jan. 19, 2017. Your continued support helps your Chamber pro-
mote the business community and do the work seen in the pages of this newsletter.

1st Minot Management
Aaron’s Sales & Lease ownership
Ackerman Surveying & Associates
Affinity first federal Credit union
American Legion
Ameriprise financial Services, Inc.
Anderson, Wade & Whitty, PC
beyond Shelter, Inc.
border States Electric Supply
bremer bank
Central Michigan university
Conlin’s furniture
Creative Printing
Culligan Water Conditioning
Cummins NPower, LLC
Dale Carnegie business Group/Eide bailly, LLP
Dean foods/Land o’ Lakes
first International bank & Trust
fMC Technologies Completion Services
Gooseneck Implement
Grow With Me
Hatfield, Wass and Associates
Heritage baptist Church
The Home Depot
Home Sweet Home
iHeart Media
Independence, Inc.
Investors Mgmt. & Marketing, Inc.

KMoT - TV, Channel 10
blake Krabseth Comedian/Magician
Karen K. Krebsbach, State Senator
Mac’s, Inc.
Menards
Mercer Engineering P.C.
Minot Area Council of the Arts
Minot builders Supply
City of Minot
Minot Daily News
Minot Public School District #1
Muus Lumber and Hardware
Norsk Høstfest Association
North Country Sportswear/School & office

Supply
off broadway Laundromat
Papa Murphy’s Take ‘N’ bake Pizza
Pinkerton Animal Hospital
Red Deer Ironworks
Riddles Jewelry
Ron’s Transmission & Auto Repair
Staybridge Suites
Sublime Aesthetic Professionals
Trinity Health
TSC farm Home Auto Store
Vallely Sport & Marine
Verendrye Electric Cooperative
Zarr financial Services

renewals
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Material published in the Chamber Communicator

expresses the viewpoints or policies of the

Communicator, the Minot Area Chamber of

Commerce and its board of Directors. The purpose

of this newsletter is to communicate with the mem-

bership of the Minot Area Chamber of Commerce.

Publisher ..........................L. John MacMartin,CCE

Editor ..........................................Carla Dolan, IoM

Managing Editor ...................................Patty Steele

ChamBer oF CommerCe STaFF

L. John MacMartin, CCE .........................President

Carla Dolan, IoM........................Program Director

Cheryl Wallen ..............................finance Manager

Lisa Moldenhauer ............Administrative Assistant

Carla Vannett...................................MVD Manager

Lacey Coleman.....................................MVD Clerk

Wendy Keldson ....................................MVD Clerk

Amy Morse...........................................MVD Clerk

Tracey oja ............................................MVD Clerk

Leslie Vannatta .....................................MVD Clerk
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Board memBerS:

Jessica Merchant Chair 

(olson & burns, P.C.) ........................839-1740

Jason Zimmerman Chair elect

(first Western bank & Trust).............857-7196

Jeremy becker Vice Chair 

(SRT Communications, Inc.) .............858-1200

Doug Hollingsworth Treasurer (Northern 

Tier federal Credit union) 727-6111, Ext. 116

Alan Estvold Past Chair ..................651-433-2887

Duane Poynter Past Chair

(off broadway Laundromat) .............721-6154

Jason barker (Home Depot).....................420-8400

Ryon boen (Western Agency)..................852-5383

Rob buchholz (Lowe’s Printing)..............852-1211

Missy feist Erickson 

(Peoples State bank) ..........................852-0328

Debbie Harris (fianceé) ...........................838-9616

Jeff McElwain (Ackerman-Estvold) ........837-8737

Mary Prough (Ryan Chevrolet)................852-3571

Tom Rafferty 

(Verendrye Electric Coop) .................852-0406

Chad Schmidt (10 North Main) ...............837-1010

Randy Schwan (Trinity Health) ...............857-5635

ben Slind (Thompson Larson 

funeral Home) ...................................852-3446

Cathy Tweten (Dakota Square) ................839-7500

Dusty Wald (Magic City beverage) .........852-4031

Shannon Webster (Town & Country 

Credit union) .....................................852-2018

Minot Area Chamber of Commerce

New Members
The Minot Chamber welcomes new members. Join us in thanking Sport Clips. Please

let them know how much of a value they are to our community.

SPorT CliPS
3112 16th St. SW • Minot, ND • 852-4247 • Malorie bush, Manager

Mitch Kost, owner • Email: scnd201@gmail.com • www.haircutmenminotnd.com
Sport Clips mission statement is to create a championship haircut experience for
both men and boys in an exciting sport environment. Sport Clips is open seven

days a week.



Save the Date:  March Business After Hours
March 23   |   5 to 7 p.m.   |   First International Bank & trust   |   2150 21st Ave. NW
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eagle Awards
The Eagle Award winners were recognized in January and thanked for superior customer service skills. If you would like to nominate some-

one for outstanding customer service, please call the Chamber at 852-6000 for a nomination form, or visit the website at minotchamber.org. A
special thank you goes out to homesteaders restaurant and rainbow Photo lab for providing gift certificates for each Eagle recipient. 

joe walkuP
Ward County Highway

Department

STeVe FourNier
Ward County Highway

Department

Terry QuiNleN
Ward County Highway

Department

ole olSoN
Ole Olson’s Towing

keN SwaNSoN
Minot Plumbing & Heating

Minot Young Professionals invites all
young professionals ages 21 to 39 to join
by visiting ypminot.com.

YP february Power Hour will be
Wednesday, feb. 22 at noon at Verendrye
Electric Cooperative. Kayla Goetz will
speak about investing. She is a LPL
financial Planner with Gate City financial
Planning with more than five years of
experience in the financial and insurance

industry. 
The next Marketing Team will

be Wednesday, feb. 15 at noon at
Classic Rock Coffee. The next
outreach Team meeting will be
Thursday, feb. 16 at noon, at
broadway bean and bagel. The
Social Team will meet Tuesday, feb. 21 at
5:15 at bootleggers to discuss upcoming
social events. The next Professional

Development Team meeting will be
Monday, feb. 27 at noon at the Starving
Rooster. 

YP offers membership updates
Save the Date: 

February YP Power Hour

Wednesday, Feb. 22 |   Noon

Verendrye electric Cooperative

raChel Brim
Eddie Bauer

CoNNie Burk
Medical Arts Clinic

kaThy Chadwell
A & B Tours

julie CoNkliN
Dakota Kids Dentistry

dr. murray Greer
Greer Dental

Floyd haNSoN
Absolute Comfort

reNee harju
CHI St. Alexius Health – Minot

liNdSey olSoN
Cellular Communications

CaSey CulVer
Verizon Wireless

BeV Selmek
Ward County Social Services

jeSSiCa Bay
Perkins Restaurant

minotchamber.org
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The annual Sportsmen’s feed was a
great time for airmen at MAfb to watch
the AfC/NfC playoffs and enjoy great
food and games. Special thanks to Joe

Quaglia, Ron Garcia, and those in the
kitchen for all their help with this event,
especially our annual Sportsmen’s feed
planner and chief chef, Gary brevig.

Thank you also to the following sponsors
for donating items to the event.

Affinity First Federal Credit
Union

Badlands Grill House & Saloon
Baymont Inn & Suites
Dacotah Bank
Capital RV Center
Charlie’s Main Street Café
The Computer Store
Dakota Outerwear
Don Bessette Motors
First Western Bank & Trust
Grand Hotel
Hampton Inn & Suites 

Minot Airport

Harley’s Arrowhead
Homesteaders Restaurant
I. Keating Furniture World
KXMC CBS13
La Quinta Inn & Suites
Longhorn Steakhouse
Magic City Beverage
Marketplace Liquors
Mi Mexico
Minot Air Force Base Bowling

Center
Minot Park Board
Minot’s Finest Collision Center

Morelli’s Distributing
Norsk Høstfest
North Hill Bowl
Northern Tier Federal 

Credit Union
Outfitters
Pheasants for the Future
Roosevelt Park Zoo
Ryan Family Dealerships
Scheels
Sevens Bar & Restaurant
Sleep Inn & Suites
Souris Valley Golf Course

Sportsman’s Loft
SRT Communications, Inc.
Staybridge Suites
Tires Plus Total Car Care
United Community Bank
The Vegas Motel & Casino
Vardon Golf Club
Verendrye Electric Cooperative
Wal-Mart Super Center
Wells Fargo Bank
Westlie Motor Co.
YMCA

Sportsmen’s Feed

Thank you to Thorman Insurance & Financial

Services, Inc., for sponsoring the January Business

After Hours event. Seventy people enjoyed delicious

food, great networking, and prizes. A big thank you to

Kellie and her staff for opening up their doors to us!

January Business After Hours

Save the Date: 

Military Ball
April 8   |   6 p.m.   |   Grand Hotel   |   
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Paid advertisement: 

ContaCt the Chamber to PlaCe your ad: 701-852-6000 • Carla@minotChamber.org
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ribbon Cuttings

If you know of a business that’s new to town or is having a milestone, like a renovation or addition, 

contact Carla at 857-8205 to schedule a ribbon cutting.

make a Scene kid’s Theatre: 110 1st Street SE • Minot, ND • 507-398-3327 • www.makeascenekids.com
A non-profit organization

Chamber Ambassadors cut the ribbon at Make A Scene Kid’s Theatre, which celebrated the opening of their new home.

miranda Schuler agency - Farmers insurance: 811 S. broadway, Suite b • Minot, ND • 838-8144 • 838-2019
Miranda Schuler , owner • http://www.farmersagent.com/mschuler

Minot Chamber Ambassadors celebrated the change of ownership for an established insurance agency with over 30 years
of dedicated service to families and businesses in the region.

Sunrise City Taxes of North dakota, llC: 1310 burdick Expressway East, Suite 8 • Minot, ND • 701-630-6776
owners: Emmanual Many Ribs • Sheila Many Ribs

Minot Chamber Ambassadors celebrated the opening of Sunrise City Taxes, which is a family owned and operated business
that prepares personal taxes at an affordable price.
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In its previous 30 years, the annual
Military Affairs Committee Prairie Warrior
Competition  has raised more than a half a
million dollars. The funds support many
base organizations and functions designed
to improve the morale of the men and
women stationed at Minot Afb. This
includes expenses incurred by competition
teams, squadron activities and annual
awards banquets. funds also go to the
Thanksgiving baskets project during the
holiday season and operation Warmheart,
a program for families in need.

The 31st annual auction, set for
Saturday, March 18, will be held in the
Holiday Inn in Minot with a preview of
auction merchandise beginning at 5:30
p.m. The live auction, with auctioneer John
bearman, will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Refreshments and hors d’oeuvres will be
served, and there is a $25 charge at the
door.

Each year, the event raises thousands of
dollars to help with the expenses for Minot
Air force base competitions. Every year,
donations by area businesses and individu-

als make this event successful.  
Items donated can be serious, humorous,

unusual, imaginative or creative. Any spe-
cial instructions or information about the
items, such as historical significance,
should be included if applicable as the
information may increase the items’ value
during bidding.

for further information about donating
auction items, appropriate auction items, or
to arrange for pick-up of auction items,
please call the Chamber at 852-6000.

Prairie Warrior Auction celebrates 31 years of TEAM MINOT spirit

Paid advertisement: 

ContaCt the Chamber to PlaCe your ad: 701-852-6000 • Carla@minotChamber.org

Our Employee Assistance 
Program (EAP) is designed 
to promote teamwork, 
provide solutions and 
enhance productivity.

Employee Assistance Program

Counseling Services Other Services

The Ward County Visioning Committee
is accepting applications from individuals,
businesses, and other entities in our com-
munity that would like to create an art
installation for our trails in Ward County,
ND. There are currently two different trails
that are constructed and in use: the Minot
to burlington Trail along County Road 15
and the freedom Trail along County Road
19 towards Minot Air force base.

If you feel you have an innovative idea

and want to share it with the community
then this is the opportunity for you. To
request a submission form please contact
the Ward County Parks office and be sure
to return your submission back by April 14,
2017, for review.

for more information, call 838-2114,
mail: Po box 5005, Minot, ND 58702-
5005, or email: parks@wardnd.com

After all submissions have been
received, each application will be carefully

evaluated and the committee will notify the
participants of the final selections. All
materials, time, and labor must be volun-
tary and free of charge. upon completion
of the art installation, Ward County Parks
will mount each sculpture to a concrete pad
near one of our trails in Ward County. A 12-
inch by 12-inch plaque will be mounted at
the base of the sculpture to notify the pub-
lic about the work and creators.

Ward County Parks looking for artists and visionaries

Military Affairs Committee MAFB economic Impact

study revealed
February 2   |   Noon   |   Grand Hotel  
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How do we build a thriving community
of neighborhoods, businesses, schools, art,
recreation and more? Many Minot busi-
nesses and organizations, including the
Minot Public Library, are all fighting for
the same thing: community engagement
brought about by a vibrant and passionate
citizenship. Rather than seek this engage-

ment separately, let’s work together to
“build Minot”!

After the 2011 flood and the oil boom
(and bust), it is time for citizens to physi-
cally and emotionally build Minot back
into the community we all know it can be.
With the “build Minot” campaign the
Minot Public Library and other partners

will reach out to the community to find out
what the people want their city to be. build
Minot gives a name to the rebuilding effort
and shows the community that the City and
important key players are taking action and
asking for the community member’s input. 

What exactly is build Minot? The plan is
to have blocks and permanent markers
in different, rotating spots in town.
Community members can write on the
block how they want to “build” Minot
or their vision for our community. Then
they add their building block to the oth-
ers to make a sculpture. After all of the
building blocks have been collected,
MPL hopes to have an area artist take
all the blocks and make a sculpture.
This fun campaign for the Minot Public
Library, and the people of Minot, is ulti-
mately rooted in the gathering of data
and aspirations for our community. 

Currently, the Minot Public Library is
looking for local businesses and organi-
zations who are willing to host one of
these sculptures for up to two weeks to
give their customers and guests the
opportunity to share their ideas for
building a better community. With a
variety of different locations, we will be
able to reach diverse ages and commu-
nity sects. 

The Library is also looking for people
to help with the build Minot wrap-up
event which is tentatively scheduled for
June. This event will include a large
community fair showcasing the differ-
ent cultures and histories that make our
community unique. In order to make
this community fair a reality, we will
need many different groups and ven-
dors, as well as financial support.
following the wrap-up event, the Minot
Public Library staff will tabulate the
data gathered and distribute it to all the
partners and supporters of build Minot.

The goal of this campaign is to go
beyond building structures, so that we
can answer the question of how to build
a thriving community of neighbor-
hoods, businesses, schools, art, recre-
ation and more. Help us answer this
question and help us to “build Minot.”
Contact Library staff at 852-1045 or at
build.minot@gmail.com to get started!

Minot Public Library spearheads movement:

Build Minot seeks to develop community engagement opportunities

Paid advertisement: 

ContaCt the Chamber to PlaCe your ad: 701-852-6000 • Carla@minotChamber.org
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ContaCt the Chamber to PlaCe your ad: 701-852-6000 • Carla@minotChamber.org
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Member Business Briefs

Souris Valley United Way third annual

donor recognition luncheon Feb. 1

Souris Valley united Way will cele-
brate the 2016 campaign year at the
Third Annual Donor Recognition
Luncheon on Wednesday, feb. 1 from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Grand Hotel.

Tickets are $20 for individuals or $250
for a table sponsor of eight. Register
online at:  www.svunitedway.com/recog-
nitionluncheon or contact the united

Way office at 839-2994.
businesses will be recognized for their

donations at a Leadership Level, Level
up from last year’s donation, and the Top
Ten. other awards include individuals
who donate at the Tocqueville Level
($10,000) and significant contribution to
the Souris Valley united Way
Endowment fund.

for more information visit www.svu-
nitedway.com call 839-2994.

Community Rocks set for Feb. 4

Community Rocks is back, with a 30-
piece symphony orchestra, electric bass,
drums and 15 of your favorite classic
rock tunes from the 60s to the present.

After two sold-out shows the past two
years, the  third annual Community
Rocks concert will be held at The Grand
on Saturday, feb. 4, 2017.

This year’s proceeds will be donated to
the Roosevelt Park Zoo to help fund revi-
sions to the Children’s Zoo. This project
will allow the addition of interactive fea-
tures to the children’s zoo barn, including
bridges, steps, and walkways for the
enrichment and use of dwarf goats.
Children will gain a unique visitor expe-
rience by watching the goats play, climb
and use the bridges to move from pen to
pen. The Zoo also intends to provide
supervised, hands-on interaction where
youth can feed and touch the goats.

Live auction items will include a din-
ner and private concert at the
Andersons’; a signed guitar by the three
members of Cream: Eric Clapton, Ginger
baker, Jack bruce; a signed guitar by
Roger Waters of Pink floyd (who is on a
North American tour in 2017), a fergie
package; an MSu Engagement Package
including dinner with the president and
season tickets to events; a karaoke duet
with Melissa Spelchen.

Tickets are $45 general admission or
$60 reserved and may be purchased from
Roosevelt Zoo, Jacobsen Music, or
Classic Rock Café. 

Join us at the Grand for a thrilling
evening of music, silent and live auc-
tions, food and drink, and a celebration
of local talent coming together to benefit
the community Roosevelt Park Zoo. 

earn 3% cash back* 
on debit card purchases.

*3% cash back on debit card transactions, up to $7 each month. 
Must complete twelve debit card purchases, receive eStatements 
and have at least one ACH transaction (direct deposit, bill 
payment, etc) through your checking account. Twelve qualifying 
debit card transactions must post and settle during the month. 
Terms and conditions may apply and are subject to change.

For more details and to sign up stop by 
your local Town & Country Credit Union 

or call us at 852-2018.

              

Paid advertisement: 

ContaCt the Chamber to PlaCe your ad: 701-852-6000 • Carla@minotChamber.org



February 2017 11

Minot Area Chamber of Commerce

Member Business Briefs

First Western promotes employees

first Western Chris Lamoureux has
been promoted to executive vice presi-
dent at first Western bank & Trust. He is
a native of Newburg, ND, and a 1989
graduate of Minot State university,
where he received a b.S. degree in
accounting. He joined the Trust

Department of first
Western bank in
1990, and was named
manager in 1996.
Lamoureux has com-
pleted the National
Graduate Trust
School, a comprehen-

sive three-year program sponsored by the
Trust Division of the American bankers
Association, in cooperation with
Northwestern university in Evanston,
Illinois. He is chairman of the Trust and
Trust Investment committees and is a
member of the first Western bank &
Trust’s Management and Loan commit-
tees. In addition he serves on North
Dakota banking Association Trust
Committee.

Lamoureux presently serves as a board
of Director and Vice President of the
board for Center Mutual Insurance
Company of Rugby, ND. He has been
active on the boards of Christ Lutheran

Church foundation and the Minot Area
Community foundation, and a former
member of the Sertoma Club of Minot.
Lamoureux has also served on the board
of Directors for the beaver boosters
Club at Minot State university and is a
member of the Minot State university
Athletic Hall of fame.

fred beuchler has been promoted to
senior vice president,
chief lending officer
with first Western
bank & Trust. He is a
native of Minot and
has been with the
bank since 2007.
beuchler graduated
from North Dakota State university
where he received his bachelor’s degree
in agricultural economics and recently
graduated from the Graduate School of
banking at Colorado. In the Minot com-
munity, beuchler serves on Minot
family YMCA board, Minot Y’s Men’s
Rodeo board and Past Chair, Minot High
School Ag Education Advisory board
Chair and Minot Young Professionals
Treasurer.

Luis Estrada has been promoted to sen-
ior vice president of operations at first
Western bank & Trust. Estrada is origi-
nally from Texas, but has been in the

Minot community for
many years. He gradu-
ated from Minot High
School and Minot
State university with
a bachelor’s in music
and Spanish in 2005.
He has held a variety

of position within the bank in the 13
years he has worked for first Western
bank & Trust.

Jersey benson has been promoted to
vice president of commercial lending at
first Western bank & Trust in Minot.
benson is a Minot native, who graduated
from Minot High School and the
university of North Dakota with a bach-
elor’s degree in banking and financial
economics. He began his career with
first Western bank & Trust as a credit

analyst in 2011.
benson is involved in
the Souris basin
Planning Council &
Minot Y’s Men’s. He
is also an active mem-
ber of the Emerging
Leaders Group, a
state-wide organiza-

tion associated with the Independent
Community banks of North Dakota.

Paid advertisement: 
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Chris Lamoureux
Fred Beuchler

Jersey Benson
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First Western offers employee updates
Ilene baker has been promoted to

assistant vice president human resource
manager at first Western bank & Trust.
She was hired as human resource manag-
er in october 2013. baker is a native of
Watford City and graduated magna cum

laude from the
university of North
Dakota with a bache-
lor’s degree in
accounting. In 2005
she became certified
as a Professional in
Human Resource
Management by the

HR Certification Institute and achieved
the SHRM Certified Professional by the
Society of Human Resource
Management (SHRM) in 2015. baker
has served in multiple officer positions
with the Minot Area Human Resource
Association and the North Dakota State
Society of Human Resource
Management Council. In 2008 the Minot
Area Human Resource Association
awarded Ilene the chapter’s Human
Service Award.

Sabrina Herrmann has been promoted
to marketing specialist officer at first
Western bank &
Trust. Herrmann is a
Minot native who
graduated from Minot
High School and
Minot State
university with a
bachelor’s degree in
accounting and a mas-
ter’s degree in science of management.
Herrmann is involved in a variety of
organizations in the Minot community,
including the Minot Chamber
Ambassadors, Minot optimist, and MSu
Alumni board. She has been with first
Western bank & Trust since october
2014.

brent Mattson has been promoted to
vice president at first Western Insurance
and is the commercial lines manager.

Mattson has lived in
Minot for over 12
years. He is a graduate
from the university of
North Dakota. He is
involved in a variety
of organizations in the
Minot community,

including Trinity Health and foundation
boards, Dakota boys and Girls Ranch
foundation board, Norsk Høstfest
board, and the YMCA board. He has
been with first Western Insurance since
August of 2014.

Mike Humphreys has been promoted
to vice president of insurance at first
Western Insurance. Humphreys is a
Minot High graduate
and has over 25 years
of retail, wholesale
and financial services
m a n a g e m e n t .
Humphreys is a mem-
ber of both the
I n d e p e n d e n t
Insurance Agents of
North Dakota and Professional Insurance
Agents of North Dakota, as well as the
Minot Home builders Association. He is
also board member on united fire &
Casualty Insurance Agents advisory
board. Humphreys joined first Western
Insurance in December of 2016 with the
acquisition of Humphreys Insurance &
Surety by first Western bank & Trust. 

first Western bank & Trust is excited
to announce the addition of Kiernan
bullinger, Eric Mueller, and Lacey Klose
to their team.

bullinger joined as a mortgage lending
loan processor in September 2016. A
bottineau, ND, native,
she graduated from
Minot State
university with a
bachelor’s degree in
business management.
Kiernan comes to
first Western bank
and Trust after nine
years with IRET Properties, where she
worked as a project manager for the
Development Department. 

Mueller moved to Minot in fall of
2012, joining as a consumer loan officer
in November 2016. originally from
Seward, NE, he graduated from the
university of Nebraska with a bachelor’s

degree in business
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
Mueller has worked in
a variety of lender
positions locally, most
recently with Town
and Country Credit
union.

Lacey Klose has been hired for the
position of consumer loan officer. Klose
has over four years of banking experi-
ence and her expertise will be put to use
in the bismarck office. She was most
recently at Gate City bank for four years.
She has worked in customer service her
entire career.  

Klose is an active
part of the bismarck
community by serving
as a Junior
Achievement volun-
teer teaching local
youth. She is also a
member of the
bismarck optimist Club, Mandan
Kiwanis International and Young
Professionals Network. She also enjoys
volunteering on the united Way day of
Caring. 

Ackerman-Estvold welcomes Fabre
David fabre, EI, CfM, has joined the

Ackerman-Estvold Minot office as a
Civil Engineer. fabre graduated from
New Mexico State university, Las
Cruces, NM, where he earned bachelor
of science degrees in geology and geo-
logical engineering. fabre has registra-
tions as an Engineer in Training and a
Certified floodplain Manager. fabre has
joined the Water Resources group and
will provide engineering expertise to
public and private entities throughout the
region. 

Hysjulien named parts controller
Sierra Hysjulien has accepted the posi-

tion of parts controller for Agrabase,
which is owned and operated by
Enerbase Cooperative Resources.
Hysjulien officially began her duties Jan.
16, 2017. Hysjulien joined Enerbase in
2012, gaining her knowledge of the
Agrabase division working through the
integration of Aemsco with the corpora-
tion. Most recently she held the position
of Agrabase’s receptionist. In this new

position she will over-
see the day-to-day
operations of the
Agrabase parts depart-
ment, including ship-
ping, receiving and
inventory manage-
ment.

Ilene Baker

Sabrina Herrmann

Brent Mattson

Mike Humphreys

Kiernan Bullinger

Eric Mueller

Lacey Klose

Sierra Hysjulien
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NPCAC Champagne and Ice Gala 
set for Feb. 18 at Grand Hotel

The Northern Plains Children
Advocacy Center (NPCAC) will host the
seventh annual Champagne and Ice Gala.
The event will be Saturday, feb. 18 at the
Grand Hotel, beginning with a 6 p.m.
cocktail hour. Live dance music will be
provided by singer, songwriter, and DJ
Kody Ternes. Minot’s Shaun Sipma will
serve as emcee, John bearman will serve
as auctioneer

The purpose of the Champagne and Ice
Gala is to raise community awareness
and funds for the NPCAC. Tickets will
be sold for $50, which will include hors
d’oeuvres and champagne. following the
cocktail hour will be a silent and live
auction. There will also be a raffle for
diamonds from Knowles Jewelry.
Although there is not a dress code, feel
free to dress to impress. otis & James
will be on hand with a photo booth to
capture the evening.

To purchase tickets or donate, please
contact Northern Plains Children’s
Advocacy Center, 20 1st St SW, Ste. 202,
Minot or by calling 852-0836. Tickets
are also available for purchase at
broadway bean & bagel and The
Starving Rooster.

The mission of the NPCAC is to pro-
tect children by providing on-site agency
collaboration using a multi-disciplinary
team approach in prevention, investiga-
tion, assessment, and referral for prose-
cution and treatment of child abuse, sig-
nificantly reducing the trauma associated
with reporting child abuse. The NPCAC
provides services in northwest and north
central North Dakota, including Minot,
Minot Air force base, Turtle Mountain
Tribe Reservation, and fort berthold
Reservation.

Enerbase awarding up to $8,000 in
scholarships

Each year Enerbase Cooperative
Resources awards $1,000 scholarships to
area students who are entering their first
semester of college. In 2016 there were
eight students who received a $1,000
scholarship. Applications are numbered
and then submitted to the board of direc-
tors for their blind review. Applicants are
chosen strictly based on community
involvement, school activities, GPA, and
an essay submission that explains how

they are associated with cooperatives and
how cooperatives have benefitted their
families. for a student to be eligible for a
scholarship their parent/guardian must be
an active patron of Enerbase (that has
done at least $2,500 in business in 2016).
Applications are available at any of the
ten Enerbase Cenex-branded c-stores in
Minot, Washburn, Glenburn and Ryder,
at the corporate office on Minot’s North
Hill, and online at
www.enerbase.coop/scholarships.
Scholarships will also be sent out to area
school’s guidance counselors.
Applications are due feb. 19, 2017, and
the winners will be notified in early
March. Scholarship recipients will be
recognized at Enerbase’s Annual
Meeting on March 30, 2017, at the Grand
Hotel. Contact Jayme burkhart at 852-
2501 with any questions. 

Anagnost named CEO, Schuchard 
named board president at KLJ

The board of directors of KLJ
Solutions Holding Co., parent organiza-
tion of Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson,
Inc.(KLJ), headquartered in bismarck,
ND, is pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Dean Anagnost as the organiza-
tion’s new chief executive officer (CEo).
The transition, effective immediately, is a
result of former CEo Niles Hushka’s
decision to retire at the end of 2016.
Hushka served the company for more
than 35 years and, for nearly a decade,
led as president and CEo. 

Anagnost, a registered professional
engineer and 30-year veteran of the engi-
neering consulting industry, joined KLJ
in 1991 to develop the telecommunica-
tions practice. He joined the board of
directors in 2001 and transitioned into
the Cfo role in 2007. He provides strong
technical, business, and fiscal leadership
to the company. As part of the senior
executive leadership team, Anagnost
challenges traditional thought processes
and brings a unique perspective to oppor-
tunities and decisions.

Additionally, barry Schuchard, KLJ’s
current Chief Production officer (CPo),
will also serve as president of the board.
Schuchard, who most recently served as
vice president of the board, will lead the
board in its governance of the company.
Schuchard joined KLJ in 1983 and has
been instrumental in the success of the

surface transportation practice, which he
led from 2001 until 2008 when he moved
into the role of CPo. As the company’s
CPo, Schuchard is responsible for the
customer-focused delivery of a compre-
hensive portfolio of engineering, survey
and science-led services. 

MSU business students compete and
present internationally

Miriam Dumes (fresno, TX) and Erin
Kampen (Reserve, MT), College of
business students, recently competed on
two separate teams with university of
Regina students at the school’s Hill Case
Competition. Twenty-eight teams com-
peted. Kampen’s team took second place
overall, and Dumas’ team received the
Most Professional Presentation Award.
The two Minot State university students
were the only delegates from the united
States. All teams worked on a case
regarding how to motivate millennials
for volunteerism for the united Way.

The students spent the first day in edu-
cational sessions to prepare for the com-
petition and come up with team strategies
to go forward. Case competitions allow
for students to practice managerial skills;
build assessment skills of strengths and
weaknesses of different organizations,
garner experience in identifying strategic
issues, evaluating alternatives, and form-
ing plans; enhance business judgement
and gain exposure to different industries
and types of organization.

The last day, students competed in
teams of four to deconstruct the case,
focused around the central theme of busi-
ness strategy. Students spent three hours
deconstructing their cases, followed by a
15-minute presentation to the judges with
a five-minute question-and-answer ses-
sion. The competition concluded with an
Awards Gala to celebrate the winners and
the teams’ participation.

for questions, contact Jacek Mrozik,
College of business dean, at 858-3110
or jacek.mrozik@minotstateu.edu.
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Minot State visited by Minot Air Force
Base 5th Bomb Wing officials

Minot Air force base 5th bomb Wing
Commander, Col. Matthew brooks and
Command Chief Master Sergeant Paul
Elliott visited Minot State university
Jan. 9 to learn more about the universi-
ty’s Veterans Center  and the services
available to current and past service
members, their spouses and dependents.
They witnessed the various opportunities
that exist for students as well as Minot
Air force base personal.

Pictured, left to right, are MSU
Veterans Center Director Andy
Heitkamp, Command Chief Master
Sergeant Paul Elliott, MSU President
Steven Shirley and Minot Air Force
Base 5th Bomb Wing Commander, Col.
Matthew Brooks.

Erne named Marco IT vice president
As 2017 commences, Marco is proud to
announce the promotion of Todd Erne to
Vice President of IT Solutions. Since
January 2016, Erne had assumed the
role of director of sales, based in the St.
Louis Park, Minnesota office of Marco.

Erne, a 15-year veteran with Cisco,
said he regularly
worked with Marco
on solutions for cus-
tomers, leading to a
great relationship.

“I basically had a
15-year relationship
with Marco with all of
our previous projects

together,” Erne said. “That relationship
and their growth was really what attract-
ed me to come to Marco.”

Continuing growth is a main goal for
Erne as he steps in as VP of IT Solutions,
with plans to push Marco over the $1-bil-
lion mark. Erne believes this is attainable
through the hiring of great people,
expanding the IT solutions Marco pro-

vides to all of its footprints and by
expanding current customers’ adoption
of new solutions.

In his time with Cisco, Erne grew his
region of North and South Dakota,
Minnesota and eastern Wisconsin from
$35M to $175M over eight years as
Regional Manager. Erne worked as a
unified Communications Specialist and
Account Manager prior to becoming a
Regional Manager. 

Trinity Hearts Gala set for Feb. 10
The Trinity Health Auxiliary Healthy

Hearts Club will host a Hearts Gala on
friday, feb. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Holiday Inn Riverside. The black and
white themed Gala includes a social, a
chicken cordon bleu and chef-carved
beef buffet dinner, a silent auction, and
entertainment from Midwest Dueling
Pianos.

“We are very excited about this year’s
event,” said Jordan Schmitt, coordinator
of the Healthy Hearts Club. “We know
Midwest Dueling Pianos is going to put
on a great show for us.”

Proceeds from the event will go toward
purchasing cardiac chairs for Trinity’s
heart patients. “These chairs are designed
to help patients in their recovery from
heart surgery,” said Schmitt. “They are
similar to hospital beds, except they pro-
vide the patient with specialized support,
allowing them to sit upright without put-
ting undue stress on their fragile heart.”

Tickets are $75 and can be purchased
at the Trinity Hospital Gift Shop, online
at www.trinityhealth.org/auxiliarygala,
or by calling Sherry at 857-5221.

The Gala is sponsored by Ryan
GMC/buick/Cadillac, Holiday Inn
Riverside and KMoT TV. 

Town & Country Credit Union
announces new hire and promotions

Holly McElwain
has joined the mort-
gage team at Town &
Country Credit union
in Minot. In her new
role as a mortgage
loan assistant, she will

provide borrowers with personalized
service while processing their loan. She
comes to the credit union with more than
14 years of mortgage processing experi-
ence and was a recipient of the Minot
Area Chamber of Commerce Eagle

Award in recognition
of her dedication to
customer service. 

Laura bryant has
been promoted to
member services
supervisor. bryant has
been with the credit
union since february

2015 when she started as a member serv-
ices representative; she was later promot-
ed to lead member services representa-
tive. In her new role she will be responsi-
ble for supervising the day-to-day opera-
tional activities of the front-line staff
while ensuring processes and procedures
meet regulatory requirements. originally
from Mohall, bryant graduated from
Minot State university with a bachelor of
science degree in business management.

Karna Taft has been
promoted to vice pres-
ident, business devel-
opment. She joined
the credit union in
2013 taking on the
role of plastics coordi-
nator; she was later
promoted to member
services supervisor and most recently
was named assistant vice
president,  member services. In her new
role she will be responsible for the over-
sight of the credit union’s consumer
deposit and loan growth, supervising the
daily operational activities of members
services and plastics department, and
managing processes, procedures and reg-
ulatory requirements. Taft has 14 years of
experience in the financial industry with
11 years of management experience. She
is a Minot native and attended Minot
State university where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in management infor-
mation systems and a minor in account-
ing.

Todd Erne

Holly McElwain

Laura Bryant

Karna Taft
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YWCA Women of Distinction nominees
due by Feb. 13

YWCA  is the only women and chil-
dren’s homeless shelter in Minot. Each
year we host the annual Women of
Distinction fundraising banquet that
focuses on our “unseen heroes” in our
local community. This event is an oppor-
tunity to recognize and honor women in
a variety of areas who have contributed
significantly and serve as a role model to
other women. We present these awards to
women whose lives, talents, passions,
and resources improved or are improving
the communities in which they live.
These awards honor women who have
demonstrated excellence, leadership, and
integrity in their fields and in the com-
munity.

The nominee can be nominated by
anyone, and can be anyone other than
YWCA staff/board members.
Nominations can be filled out at
www.ywcaminotnd.com. Nominations
are due feb. 13, 2017.

Nomination categories are as follows:
• Professional
• Community Service
• Education
• faith Community
• Arts & Communication
• Young Woman of Today & Tomorrow
• business
• Lifetime Achievement (Yvonne

Romine Schultz)
• Military
• Entrepreneur
• Health
• Energy 
• farming & Agriculture
• business/organization that Empowers

Women
for more information or nomination

forms, call 838-1812, send an email to:
laurenmooreywca@gmail.com, or visit:
www.ywcaminot.org/womenofdistinc-
tion.html

Trinity Health employee receives
“Patriot Award”

Trinity Health Sports Medicine
Manager Robyn Gust, MS, ATC, has
received the “Patriot Award” from the
Employer Support of the Guard and

Reserves (ESGR), an office of the uS
Defense Department. This award is pre-
sented to employers who contribute to
national security by demonstrating sup-
port for employee participation in
America’s Guard and Reserve force. 

Gust was nominated by Ashley King,
an athletic trainer with Trinity Health and
a member of the North Dakota National
Guard.  After King’s recent activation to
the protest in Cannon ball, she nominat-
ed Gust for the award, writing: “My
supervisor [Robyn] goes above and
beyond to make sure I am able to attend
and serve my country and state for duty.
She does everything in her power to be
sure that I am taken care of before and
after my service duty.”

Gust’s support of King and her
National Guard participation began
before King was an employee of Trinity
Health.  “Hiring her was a no-brainer,”
Gust said. “ I have known her since she
was a student, and I knew that the work
ethic that you have to have to be a part of
that [National Guard] would carry over
into the work she would do for us.” Gust
adds that the entire Sports Medicine
Department rallies behind King with
their support.  “our department under-
stands the importance of her ability
attend regular and extra training she may
want or need and to be able to perform
her military service at a moment’s

notice.”
for Gust, it’s hard to put into words

what receiving the award means to her.
“I don’t even know where to start,” she
said. “To be recognized as a person sup-
porting our military is an honor and very
humbling.” 

King also nominated Trinity Health for
the “Secretary of Defense Employer
Support freedom Award,” the highest
Department of Defense recognition of
employers for their support of National
Guard and Service members. 

Chamber University:

Dale Carnegie Course begins Feb. 16
The Minot Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased to once again work with Dale

Carnegie to bring you this course through our Chamber university. 
The Dale Carnegie Course, which begins feb. 16, will help you strengthen inter-

personal relationships, manage stress and handle fast-changing workplace condi-
tions, be better equipped to perform as a persuasive communicator, creative prob-
lem-solver, and focused leader, develop a positive attitude that allows you to initi-
ate with confidence and enthusiasm, and stretch for and attain ambitious new goals

We see your spark. We see the inherent abilities hidden within you. We’ll help you
with the hard stuff – the things that intimidate you, that hold you back, the skills that
really matter. once you work with us, you’ll never see yourself the same way again
– and that’s exactly our goal. Transformation starts here.

Call 701-255-8476, or email michelle.wall@dalecarnegie.com. for more infor-
mation, visit  http://northdakota.dalecarnegie.com/events/dale_carnegie_course/.

Robyn Gust (left), Trinity Health
Sports Medicine Manager, received
the “Patriot Award” from the
Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserves (ESGR). Gust was nominat-
ed by Ashley King (right), an athletic
trainer with Trinity Health and mem-
ber of the North Dakota National
Guard.
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Taube invites photographers Biennial
Photography Exhibition

The Taube Museum of Art is seeking
photography submissions for the
biennial Photography Exhibition to be
held from feb. 14 – March 30, 2017  in
the Main Gallery. This exhibition is open
to all Minot and surrounding photogra-
phers, professional and nonprofessional
alike. Photographs may be color, black
and white, digital and traditionally print-
ed photos. A number of entries will be
selected for honors by Mandi Carroll of
Mandi Carroll Photography.

Photographers are not required to be a
member of the Museum to submit
entries, but must be 18 years of age to
submit works.  All photographs must be
mounted, framed and ready for hanging
with wire hangers. Each photographer
may be limited to three entries, depend-
ing on entries and sizes submitted. All
photographs must be taken within the last
three years.  Subject matter is not limited,
but final selection is at the discretion of
the museum staff.

Photographs may be hand delivered to
the Taube Museum of Art or shipped in a
sturdy reusable container with return
postage included.   All works must be
received no later than  feb. 10, 2017.
Email or phone confirmation of intent to
submit is requested prior to deadline
date. Digital inventory lists are required,
submitted to taube2@srt.com. They must
include title, size, and style of print,
price, and a short bio.

The exhibition is made possible with
support from the North Dakota Council
on the Arts. for more information, call
Nancy f. Walter, executive director, or
Doug Pfliger, gallery manager at 838-
4445.

Diehl to Represent District 4
SRT Communications is pleased to

announce that Stacey Diehl has been
appointed to the SRT board of Directors
for District 4, representing Minot,
burlington, and Surrey. 

As senior vice president at first
International bank and Trust, Diehl
brings a strong business acumen to SRT.
Diehl has been in the banking industry
for over 20 years and serving in commer-
cial banking roles. Diehl also dedicates
time as a board member for the Salvation
Army in Minot and is a volunteer youth
hockey coach. 

Diehl stated, “I am thrilled to have
been chosen to represent our District 4

members. I will strive
to continue to fulfill
the mission of the
cooperative by putting
the needs of our mem-
bers first and serving
as their voice.” 

Diehl replaces
Thomas Seymour who
recently moved out of District 4.

CTB selects participants for women’s
leadership program in Minot

Center for Technology & business
(CTb) has selected participants for the
fifth class of the CTb Women’s
Leadership Program in Minot.
Participants were chosen from a pool of
applicants submitted by outstanding
women in the community looking to con-
nect, grow and pay it forward through a
challenging and inspiring experience.
The women will join the statewide net-
work of highly motivated and forward
thinking individuals that are making a
difference all across North Dakota.
• Jodeen bergstrom-Dean, 42 bistro
• Shelly bohl, Domestiv Violence Crisis

Center
• Heather Cymbaluk, Companions for

Children
• Courtney feil, Prairie Engineering,

P.C.
• Leslie Herslip-Stevens, Apple Core

Enterprises
• Phil Koapke, NDSu North Central

Research Extension Center 
• Denise Larson, first International

bank & Trust
• Denise Martin, Peoples State bank of

Velva
• Tracey Mays, Minot State university
• Karla Paurus, first International bank

& Trust
• Nancy Simpson, AmeriCorps
• Tori Srey, Tori Dany Designs

The CTb Women’s Leadership
Program is dedicated to expanding the
personal, professional, community and
health leadership skills for women of all
ages and backgrounds in Minot.
Participants will hear from top leaders
that will guide and challenge the women. 

In its previous four years, the Minot
program participants have raised almost
$54,000 in cash and in-kind donations
for local organizations. 

The public will be invited to attend a
graduation ceremony on June 22. for
more information visit ndwomenlead-
ers.com.

City of Minot prepares for automated
trash collection

for nearly a decade the City of Minot
garbage collection rates have remained
unchanged for residents. That will
change in 2017 and so will the entire col-
lection process.

“The last eight years we’ve offset the
natural increase in cost for homeowners
on their sanitation bill by using money
generated from landfill tipping fees.”
said City of Minot Assistant Public
Works Director, Jason Sorenson. “That
just isn’t a feasible financial method for
the long-term.”

Citizens will see about a $6 per month
increase on the sanitation fee in their
monthly water bill. However, due to
plans of automated collection in 2017,
future rate increases will be minimized.
“We’re going to save about a half million
dollars a year when we switch to automa-
tion.” Says Sorenson.

The sanitation rate was set at $10.18
per month in 2008, which has not cov-
ered costs of residential collection. The
cost of collection has exceeded the sani-
tation rate by roughly $5.25 per month
per resident.

The City of Minot will save in labor
costs moving toward automated collec-
tion, needing less personnel on garbage
trucks for operations. Initial costs in
2017 will be greater due to the purchas-
ing of new equipment.

“It’s a long-term plan,” explained the
City of Minot Sanitation Superintendent,
John Reynolds. “We’ll save in operation
costs and make a safer work environment
by moving towards automation.”

Currently, worker safety is among the
top reasons for the move to automation.
Sanitation makes up just four percent of
the City of Minot’s workforce, but has
20-25 percent of the Workforce Safety
claims. “When those numbers go down
we save money,” said Reynolds. 

The city plans on implementing
automation in the summer of 2017.
Meanwhile, asking residents to declare a
specific specialized garbage container
size, provided by the City of Minot.
Postcards and an online campaign will be
coming out in early spring. for addition-
al information, please contact the Public
Information office at 701-857-4727 or
email derek.hackett@minotnd.org. 

Stacey Diehl



infrastructure
Committee,�
7:30 a.m.,
Homesteaders
Restaurant

ambassadors
Committee,�7:30
a.m., Broadway
Bean & Bagel

Legislative�forum,�
9 a.m., ND State
Fair Center

first�dollar�of�Profit
awards,�10 a.m., 
various locations

Coffee�with�the
President,�1:30
p.m., Chamber
office

right�Start
Presentation,
10 a.m., MAFB

military�affairs
Committee,�Noon,
Grand Hotel

eagle�awards
Presentation,�
10 a.m., 
Chamber office

Board�of�directors,
7:30 a.m., Grand
Hotel

President’s�day:
office�closed

Business�after
hours,�5 – 7 p.m.,
Spicy Pie, 1100
North Broadway

energy�Committee,
11:30 a.m., Vegas
Motel

right�Start
Presentation,�
10 a.m., MAFB

Legislative�forum,�
9 a.m., ND State
Fair Center

ftaC�right�Start
Presentation,
10 a.m., MAFB
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